Khrushchev: 

Just Another 
Tensioner 1 

MOSCOW (AF) - “Pm a 
pensioner now. What can a pen- 
sioner do?” 

This is how Nikita Sergeyev- 
ich Khrushchev, who once held 
supreme power in the Soviet 
Union, described his seven 
years of life after being toppled 
from his posts of premier and 
Communist party chief. 

Khrushchev made his re- 
narks to two Western corre- 
spondents who were on hand 
for his last public appearance 
June 13, when he cast his vote 
& a Moscow polling place in 
national elections for Supreme 
Soviet (parliament) members . 

Although Khrushchev had 
lived in obscurity since 1964, 
pillions of Russians were still 
familiar with his rotund figure, 
bald head and waited nose. 

“It’s; Nikita Sergey evieh, it’s j 
Nikita Sergeyevich," whispered 
a crowd of Russians gathered 
around: the flag-bedecked pol- 
ling place as a chauffeur-driven 
black Volga pulled up to the 
curb with Khrushchev and his 
wife, Nina Petrovna, inside. 

Khrushchev, looking trim and 
fit despite a recurring heart ail- 
ment called “cardiac deficien- 
cy,” emerged from the car and 
displayed a glimmer of the 
flamboyance ihat made his 
name a household word around 
the world. He doffed his straw 
hat to the crowd, waved, ex- 
changed pleas antries and 
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walked with Mrs. Khrushchev 
to the schoothouse polling 
place.- i 

Khrushchev was wearing two 
of the medals he earned at the 
height of his power: the gold 
star of Hero of the Soviet Un- 
ion, hanging by a scarlet ribbon 
on his left breast, and the gold 
medallion of the Lenin Peace 
Prize on his right lapel. 

The Russians cleared a path 
for the Khrushchevs to the door 
of Elementary School No. 29, 
where they dropped their bal- 
lots in a box placed in the 
school’s recreation hall. 

After about five minutes m 
the school, the Khrushchevs 
emerged and strolled back to 
their car, smiling and greeting 
well-wishers along the way. 

They then got back into their 
car, waved goodby and drove 
Off. 

The school at 12 Kropotkins- 
kaya Street was the polling 
place for the Khrushchevs’ 
neighborhood. They maintained 
an apartment in a well-kept 
gray stone building a five-min- 
ute walk away, near the Cana- 
dian Embassy. But they lived 
most of the time in a country 
cottage. 

The neighborhood where they 
kept the apartment was called 
the Old Arbat and was the fash- 
ionable district of imperial offi- 
cials and tsarist^ princes before 
the Bolsheviks seized power in 
1917. 

The area, with its quiet tree- 
lined streets, is now the home 
cf Russians who have done well 
under communism. Bolshoi Bal- 
let dancers, writers and retired 
; officials have homes there. 


